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Yosemite National Park 

Rangers Staffing Yosem-

ite Chamber of Commerce 

Visitors Center 

by James Nagle Vice President,  Yosemite Chamber 
of Commerce. 

  
Kristy Brower welcomes back the YNP 
rangers. The Rangers are now staffing 
the YCC Visitor Center located at 
11875 Ponderosa Lane Suite, A, 
through December 30, 2012 8:00 AM 
to 5:00 PM.  
 
The Rangers help provide up-to-date 
information about the park, assist in 
trip planning and sell park passes. In 
the Visitor center park visitors can  
purchase the 2012 Annual Yosemite 
National Park pass, the Interagency 
Annual Pass, the Lifetime Senior Pass 
and the Access Pass. Additionally the 
visitor can purchase a single visit pass 
to the park that is good for any time 
during the 2012 calendar year. 
 
Welcome back to the Rangers. Come 
by and visit the Rangers and Kristy in 
the newly relocated Visitors Center. 
 
"We are very happy to be able to  
provide Park Rangers to assist in 
staffing the gateway community visitor 
centers. We have received a lot of 
positive feedback about Rangers who 
have staffed these centers during the 
summer months. The holidays are a 
great time to visit Yosemite National  
 

Park," said Don Neubacher, Yosemite 
National Park Superintendent. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Chamber Mixer Dates:  
Always the 4

th
 Thursday of the month 

with exceptions in the 4
th
 quarter. 

Next Mixer January 26, 2012.  
5:30 p.m. Yosemite Chamber 

 of Commerce. 

Board Meetings:  
2

nd 
Thursday of the month, Noon 

Hotel Charlotte.  
All Are Welcome!  

Next Board Meeting:  
January 13, 2011. 

January Mixer!  

Yosemite Chamber  

 of Commerce  

11875 Ponderosa Lane  

January 26, 2012  

5:30 p.m.  

Co hosted by Groveland Pizza 

Factory!  
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Assemblymember Kristin 

Olsen Visits Groveland 

by, Jeannie Tasker 

 
California Assemblywoman, Kristin 
Olsen, R-Modesto, spoke to residents 
of Groveland and Sonora, at a Town 
Hall Meeting on December 9, 2011, at 
The Grill at Pine Mountain Lake. 
Stating that it was her first visit to 
Groveland since she took office in 
2010, she began by outlining her  
background and what caused her to 
run for public office. 
 
Born and raised in Modesto, she 
traversed Highway 120 often on her 
way to Yosemite.  Her work back-
ground included both the private and 
public sectors, first working for a state 
senator, then for the California  
Restaurant Association, where she 
developed an appreciation for small 
businesses and the restrictions  
government places on their operations.  
She ran the Office of Public Affairs at 
Cal State, Stanislaus, and assisted her 
husband in his real estate business.  
She served on the Modesto City Coun-
cil and the Modesto Planning Commis-
sion, prior to running for the state as-
sembly. 
 
Olsen maintains a strong belief that the 
state of California retains too much 
restrictive control over local communi-
ties.  She also believes that partisan-
ship for the sake of partisanship is 
strangling government effectiveness. 
 
Citing that her father was an immigrant 
from Norway, who initially worked the 
fields of Mission San Jose, Olsen be-
lieves in the American Dream of oppor-
tunities and success through working 
hard and getting a good education.  
She feels that those opportunities are 

becoming less achievable, and that 
future generations of Californians de-
serve the ability to get a good educa-
tion, jobs and housing. 
 
Olsen serves on several committees in 
Sacramento, including the Agriculture 
and Water committees which are key 
for the rural areas she represents, and 
which are so often overlooked by the 
highly populated areas of the state.  
The Insurance committee, on which 
she also serves, deals with issues key 
to small businesses.  She sees small 
business as the lifeblood of the 
economy and the only way to develop 
future jobs in California. 
 
Her legislative priorities this 
year focused on three 
priorities:  local control, job 
creation, and reform.  She 
has crafted legislation to 
allow cities, counties, and 
school districts to manage 
their resources as they see 
fit, in order to match the 
demographics of their  
communities and the 
demands of their citizens.  
Regarding job creation,  
Olsen introduced two bills, 
including the reintroduction 
of flexible workweeks.  Also, 
she crafted AB 991, to set up a virtual, 
one-stop permit and licensing bureau, 
to streamline the cumbersome and 
lengthy process for obtaining permits 
and licenses.  A predictable process 
would  allow California to be more 
business friendly, although regulatory 
reform must accompany it. 
 
Perhaps the most critical area of her 
influence is in the area of reform.   
Olsen serves on the Joint Sunset 
Review committee, which is modeled 
after a successful program in Texas.  

The committee periodically reviews 
each agencyôs missions, goals, objec-
tives, and measurement of each, rec-
ognizing that many agencies have 
ñmission creep,ò enlarging their mis-
sions over time, and creating redun-
dancies with other agencies.  The out-
come of these reviews can be as dra-
matic as the elimination of an agency. 
 
Olsenôs number one priority for 2012, 
behind balancing the budget, is to 
create private sector jobs, through 
regulatory and tax reform.  Her 
Legislative Transparency Act requires 
quarterly public reporting of member 
office budgets in simple, available 
form.  Another reform requires bills 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
to be in print 72 hours prior to voting, 
to allow final form review.  She 
believes education controls should be 
localized and that teachers and 
principals should be evaluated similarly 
to private sector employees. 
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News from Yosemite  

 By Mayor Goose   

 

 
Your Business Card Could 

be Here 
Contact Kristy at the  

 Chamber  
209-962-0429 

Photo courtesy Miguel Maldonado. 
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Olsen is opposed to the new fire tax 
passed by the majority party of the 
legislature.  She believes that it is ille-
gal, according to Proposition 26, 
passed in 2010.  The new fees will be 
$150, plus $25 for additional struc-
tures, less a $35 discount if you 
already pay into a local fire district.  
The revenues generated will be 
deposited to the general fund, not 
allocated directly to fire protection.  
She expects a lawsuit to challenge it. 
 
Williamson Act funding was eliminated, 
so Olsen co-authored a bill allowing 
counties to renegotiate contracts with 
landowners, preserving agricultural 
lands, and allowing new revenues to 
pass to the counties.  Olsen was also 
instrumental in bringing the Amgen 
Tour of California to Sonora, as a start 
site for Stage 4, on May 16, 2012. 
 
To conclude, Olsen called for a return 
of the Republican Party to a party of 
ideas and reform, in order to bring 
people together and bring economic 
prosperity back to California. 
 

The True Joy of  

Christmas 

  

Christmas is a couple weeks away, 

and with the ever-increasing length of 

Black Friday and Christmas gifts be-

coming the dominating factor of the 

season, it's easy for us to forget that 

the holidays are also a time for our 

community to come together and serve 

others in need. 

 

This holiday season, let us reach out 

to those who may need our assis-

tance. Whether volunteering at a food 

bank, writing Christmas cards to our 

troops or even just donating to your 

favorite charity, every act of kindness 

helps. It is times like this that we are 

reminded of what is truly important - 

faith, family and friends. 

 

I wish you and your loved ones a 

blessed Christmas season and a very 

Happy New Year!  

 

Kristin Olsen 

 

"Tuolumne County 

Residents Encouraged to 

Recycle Christmas Trees" 

 
Tuolumne County's Solid Waste Divi-
sion is encouraging Tuolumne County 
residents to once again plan on recy-
cling their real Christmas trees. Christ-
mas trees can be chipped, shredded 
and used as: mulch for water conser-
vation and weed control; erosion and/
or dust control on hiking trails and bri-
dle paths; additives in composting op-
erations; and alternative fuel in co-
generation or biomass plants. Local 
collection companies, the Big Oak Flat/
Groveland Transfer Station and the 
Cal Sierra/Waste Management Earth 
Resource Facility are accepting Christ-
mas trees on a limited basis for FREE 
under certain conditions.   
 
Reminders for Tuolumne County resi-
dents: 
Christmas trees become a fire hazard 
when kept too long. 
Burning Christmas trees in the fire-
place is extremely dangerous. 
Burning trees in the open creates air 
pollution. 
Recycled trees have many beneficial 
uses. 
 
Christmas trees should NOT be mixed 
with other trash for disposal or recy-

cling. Residents may wish to chip their 
Christmas trees and use them at home 
as mulch or compost or take advan-
tage of one of the following opportuni-
ties to recycle Christmas trees in Tuo-
lumne County. 
 
DROP OFF LOCATIONS 
 
Please remove all decorations, tinsel, 
metal tree stands and nails. Also, 
some trees may have a metal support-
ing rod in the trunk that must be re-
moved. Please do not bring any Christ-
mas wrapping paper or trash. 
 
Big Oak Flat/Groveland Transfer Sta-
tion at the end of Merrell Road (10700 
Merrell Rd) will accept clean cut and 
bundled trees AT NO CHARGE. The 
minimum gate fee of $14.70 will be 
charged for flocked trees of any kind. 
Drop off during regular business hours, 
8:00 am to 3:45 pm, Wednesday and 
Saturday only, through the month of 
January.  
 
Real Christmas trees are a renewable, 
recyclable resource, help reduce the 
waste stream by recycling or compost-
ing your Christmas trees. 
 
For more information please contact 
Tuolumne County Solid Waste Division 
at (209) 533-5588 or visit us at 
www.tuolumnecounty.ca.gov. 
 
 
 
 



 

Santa Came to Town 

by James Nagle, Vice President YCC  
 
Santa Claus himself, and Mrs. Claus 
arrived at the Groveland Fire Station 
December 3rd to the Caroling of the 
Pine Cone Performers and cheers 
from the young and old alike. More 
than 117 children sat on Santa's lap, 
gave their requests right up until Santa 
had to head back to the North Pole to 
get ready for the big day. Mrs. Claus 
passed out candy canes to all the  
children. Santa's head elf', Laurie 
Nagle, and her helper elves Sandy 
Fiance and Debbie Sweeney passed 
out a gift and an elf hat to each child. 
The Garrotte Lions Club provided hot 
chocolate to all the visitors. Fireman, 
Colton Klein donned his fire fighting 
equipment and showed the children 
the Big Red Fire Truck. 

A very special thank you to 
Laurie Nagle for heading 
the project again this year 
and all the volunteers that 
made this day a special 
occasion for all the children 
and their parents. The 
Groveland Fire Department  
personnel for setting up the 
fire station, opening up one 
of the Fire trucks for the 
children, lighting up the 
lights on Santa's sleigh and 
keeping the area safe. The  
Garrotte Lions Club for the 
yummy hot chocolate; the 
Pine Cone Performers for 
the Christmas Caroling; 
GCSD, headed by Jay 
Kraft for the lights on the 
tall trees next to Hwy 120, 
my helpers Brian Sweeney 
and Glen Fiance for the 
help on all the other trees 
in Mary Laveroni Park and the Yosem-
ite Chamber of Commerce for taking 
on the event again this year. 
 
Many more trees were lit up at dusk 
and brought many oohs and aahs 
through-out the crowd. 
 
Santa said he looked forward to his 
visit again next year, and wished all a 
Very Merry Christmas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Yearõs Eve 

Extravaganza! 

 
Plan on ringing in the New Year with 
all of your friends at The Club!  
 
The celebration begins with a four 
course dinner! This delicious feast will 
consist of 4 courses. First Course: 
Dungeness crab soup Second Course: 
Spinach salad Main Course: Petite 
Filet and Lobster Tail Scalloped new 
potato and butternut squash 
Dessert: White Chocolate and 
Raspberry Cheesecake. 
 
After dinner dance the night away to 
the sounds of The Crocodiles! Enjoy 
the hits from classic rock to Motown to 
old school, from this five member 
dance band!   
 
Join us for the countdown to the New 
Year as we host a champagne toast 
with party favors and the largest bal-
loon drop in The Mother lode!  
 
All this for only $75.00 per person!  
 
Dinner starts at 7:00 pm and the fun 
goes on until midnight. Last year we 
sold out quickly, so call early to re-
serve your tickets for the most happen-
ing place to spend the last moments of 
2011!   
 
Also this year we will be offering a spe-
cial early seating special dinner served 
at 5:00 pm. The Early Bird Special 
runs $45 plus tax and gratuity.   
 
For those who just want to come and 
dance there will be a $10.00 cover 
charge at the 19th Hole Lounge. 
 
Call for your reservations NOW!   
209-962-8638 
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Groveland Fire Chief, Shane Warner.  Photo courtesy 
Glen Fiance. 

Kay Glaves with Santa.  Photo courtesy 
Glen Fiance. 

The Crocodiles!  
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December Holiday Mixer 

Hotel Charlotte 

 

 Donated by  Raffle Prize    Winner 

 James Nagle   Seeôs Truffles    Linda Struhm 
 Franklin Builders  Chardonnay/Seeôs    Barbara J. 
 Grandmaôs Closet  Wine       Y*explore  
 Serendipity   Dream Wood Carving   Joanne Scott 
 Carron Tax   Wine      Tom Hernandez 
 Foothills Com. Church Book      Earl Wright 
 Ron Connick   Groveland Souvenirs'   Linda Struhm 
 Sharon Volponi  Penguin Photo    Rick Whybra 
 Hill Top Home  Chocolates!     Franklin Builders 
 Larry Jobe   Necklace     Michael Williams
 SoulBeGood   Christmas Flag    Michael Williams 
 SoulBeGood   Coffee Mugs     Michelle McBryde 
 Barbara J.   Spice      Sharon Volponi 
 Barbara J.   Spice      Kenny Franklin
 Barbara J.   Spice      Michelle McBryde 
 Doriôs    Christmas Tea Items   Barbara J. 
 Shady Lady   Butterfly Parasol    Jack Leetham 
 Positively Pampered Poinsettia     Jeannie Tasker  
 Y*explore   2 Ball Caps     Laurie Nagle 
 All Seasonôs Inn  Glass Votive Holders   Donna Wines
  

January  
 
Board Meeting  01/13 Noon Hotel Charlotte 
January Mixer  01/26 5:30 Yosemite Chamber of Commerce 
 
February  
 
Board Meeting  02/09 Noon  Hotel Charlotte 
Mixer   02/23 5:30 Your Place?  
 
 
All are welcome to join us for any of these meetings or events. Please contact the Chamber office at  
209-962-0429 or by email at jnfo@groveland.org for details on how you can participate.  

Yosemite Chamber of Commerce Calendar of Meetings &  Events: 2011/12 

mailto:jnagle@mlode.com


 

2011 Community Business 

Christmas Decorating 

Contest, A HUGE Success 

by Laurie Nagle Chairperson 2011 Christmas Deco-
ration Contest  
 
 
The 2011 Chamber sponsored  
Community Christmas Decorating 
Contest, brought out 14 contestants 
that went all out to decorate their 
business.  

 
From Big Oak Flat through Groveland, 
the Business's were all differently 
decorated and brought a friendly 
competition amongst the Contestants.  
 
From entire Buildings decorated inside 
and out to business windows made the 
judging very difficult.  All the partici-
pants busi-
nesses are still 
decorated and 
per Chairperson 
Laurie Nagle, "It 
is so fun to see 
them all. Hope-
fully the Com-
munity will stroll 
or drive to all the 
businesses just 
to see the work 
the owners put 
into them. Con-
gratulations to 
all for your 
Christmas Spirit and making the con-
test so great". 

 
Thanks to our three Judges, Bruce 
Lay, Patti Beaulieu, & Gary Mello for 
their time and effort put into the  
judging. It was difficult and "Hats Off" 
to all the contestants. The 14  
participants were, Miners Mart, Down 

to Earth Hardware, Groveland Pizza 
Factory, Yosemite Bank, All Seasons 
Groveland Inn, Bella Donna, Miss 
Kailey's, Precision Optics,  
Body Beautiful, Hotel 
Charlotte,  
Groveland Hotel, Pine 
Mountain  
Therapy, Seasons Gifts 
& Pine Mountain Video. 

 
The Three winners are: 
1st Place; All Seasons 
Groveland Inn, 2nd 
Place; Groveland Hotel 
(Note be sure to see the 
courtyard at the Hotel) 
and 3rd Place; Seasons 
Gifts. Once again our 
heartfelt thanks to all the  
contestants. ALL of you 
are winners. 
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Photos courtesy Miguel Maldonado. 
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Letter to the California 

Office of Administrative 

Law, OAL Reference 

Attorney 

 
The Tuolumne County Board of  
Supervisors continues to be opposed 
to AB29XðState Responsibility Area 
Fire Prevention Fees.  By adopting 
emergency fee regulations, the Board 
of Forestry has in essence crippled the 
public stakeholder process, as it does 
not allow sufficient time to gather 
stakeholder comments.  There have 
been very little public outreach efforts 
exercised on behalf of the Board,  
resulting in the majority of the 
stakeholders being unaware that the 
Board is seeking emergency regula-
tions.  Tuolumne County therefore 
requests a more comprehensive rule 
making process that allows for more 
meaningful public participation. 
 
The newly adopted regulations are 
more extensive than those originally 
proposed, in that the definition of 
ñHabitable Structureò has been broad-
ened to include not only residential 
structures, such as single family 
homes, but also includes structures for 
non-residential usage such as office 
buildings, stores, medical clinics,  
libraries, government buildings and 
jails.  This broadened fee structure has 
the potential to affect not only 
residents, but business owners as 
well. 
 
A fee of this type is inequitable and 
has the potential to hinder or harm 
mutual aid working relationships.  Im-
posing this fee on rural residents is not 
practical, as many residents of rural 
communities have already voluntarily 

imposed fees to support local fire  
districts.  Imposition of this fee created 
a double taxation for many residents 
and for those who own non-residential 
structures is  could result in a triple 
taxation.  The addition of such fees 
does not provide any additional 
services and will likely diminish the 
likelihood of passing future local fire 
assessments.  The result is less fire 
protection services than what is 
currently available. 
 
As a rural county, Tuolumne County 
understands the need to provide  
quality fire protection and suppression 
services, but encourages a more  
equitable approach that allows for 
timely stakeholder comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
John L. Gray, Chairman 
Board of Supervisors County of 
Tuolumne 
 
cc: Board of Supervisors 
George Gentry 
Tom Berryhill, Senator 
Kristin Olsen, Assemblywoman 
California State Association of  
Counties (CSAC) 
Regional Council of Rural Counties 
(RCRC)  

 

 

Welcome New Members!  

 

 

 

Michael Williams Tech  

(Ask Me Anything)  

 

Louis Dorcich, Architect  

(Louis and Sue Dorcich)  
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Yosemite Chamber of Commerce  

Board of Director 

Fiscal Year 2011-2012  

 

Rick Whybra, President  

(Pine Mountain Lake Assoc.)  
19228 Pine Mountain Drive 

Groveland, Ca. 95321  
Phone: 962-8604 

E-mail: rick@pinemountainlake.com  
 

James Nagle, Vice President    Cathy Leetham, Treasurer  

(Coldwell Banker Mountain Leisure Properties)   (Accounting Plus)  
20770 Big Foot Circle     P.O. Box 805  
Groveland, Ca. 95321      Groveland, Ca. 95321  
Phone: 962-1122     Phone: 962-6500  
E-mail: jnagle@mlode.com           E-mail: Leetham@inreach.com  
 

Christina Wilkinson, Secretary  Jerry Baker, Director  

(Sabre Design and Publishing)     (Tuolumne Trails)   
P.O. Box 6065      22988 Ferretti Rd.  
Groveland, Ca. 95321      Groveland, Ca. 95321  
Phone: 962-0432      Phone: 962-7543  
E-mail: Chris@sabredesign.com    E-mail: pmljerry@aol.com  
 

Lynn Upthagrove, Director    Pam Oler, Director   

(Hotel Charlotte)      (Oler Chiropractic and Wellness)   
P.O. Box  787      18687 Main St. #D1 
Groveland, Ca. 95321      Groveland, Ca. 95321  
Phone: 962-6455     Phone: 962-0662 
E-mail: HotelCharlotte@aol.com    E-mail:olerchiropractic@sbcglobal.net  
 

Tom Hernandez, Director    Carole Smith, Director    

(SoulbeGood)      (Carron Tax Associates) 
P19439 Pine Mountain Drive    20093 Ridgecrest Way  
Groveland, Ca. 95321      Groveland, Ca. 95321  
Phone: 962-4707     Phone: 962-6119 
E-mail: SoulBeGood@SoulBeGood.com   E-mail: carolesmith@carrontax.com 

      

By The Way is published monthly by the Yosemite Chamber of Commerce  

18653 Main St.  Å  P.O. Box 1263  Å  Groveland, CA   Å  95321  

www.YosemiteChamberofCommerce.com  Å  209-962-0429  Å  info@groveland.org  

 
Newsletter articles, Ads and Deadlines:  Article submissions must be in the office no later than the 5th of the 
month or the Monday following a weekend if the fifth falls on a weekend. Articles for the By The Way newsletter 
should not be formatted, send your stories in the body of an email, no attachment necessary unless sending 
images. All information must be received electronically by email addressed to info@groveland.org.  
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