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*  Mixer Reminder!  *  

February 25, at 5:30pm 

Sponsored by 

 Camp Tuolumne Trails 

22988 Ferretti Road 

Come one, Come all! 
Finger foods & no host bar 

Guest Speaker:  

Kurt Vander Weide 

Candidate for 25th Assembly District 

          
Bring your Business Cards 

 to exchange  

Please RSVP To:  
Info@groveland.org 

 

 

 Winter Solitude  Special Photography by Terri Metz 

Pepsi Gives Away Money!  

By Mayor Goose, www.MayorGoose.com 

   
Did you know that this year Pepsi gave 
up their Superbowl advertising and is 
applying the money to local projects and 
giving away $1.3 million a month? In 
January Goose submitted the Grove-
land Dog Park for a grant of $5,000. 
The voting process began 2/1 and runs 
through the end of the month. You can 
vote once a day for the Groveland Dog 
Park: 

http://www.RefreshEverything.com/
GrovelandDogPark  

   
But this isn't about one application for 
Groveland, it is about coordinating a full 
on effort of Grant Funding Requests for 
all the fabulous projects we are working 
on through the many organizations that 
"do stuff" around here. Many of our 
dreams will qualify for the Pepsi Millions 
program. We can't ignore such an op-
portunity. As I write this message, I 
have learned that all the February posi-
tions are already filled. We must get 
busy! 
  
Can we get a project a month entered 
into this giveaway? Who will work with 
me on this? I am hoping for a person 
from all the Groveland Builders and  
Regional Partners: Kiwanis, Rotary, 
ROOFBB, Yosemite Chamber of Com-
merce, Soroptimists, GAINS, STCHS, 
YGP, Lions, TCVB, Yosemite Turns 120 
in 2010 on HWY 120, John Muir High-
way, the Trails Group...and what about 
the Churches and food banks? 

Let's calendar our applications, get our 
plans together and bombard the world 
with our good stuff and big needs! 
  
One year of a minute a day to vote isn't 
too much to ask to see some of our 
dreams for Groveland and region come 
to pass. It is important that we don't 
overlap more than one project per fund-
ing category per month. Let's organize!  
 
Wonôt you meet with me Friday, 2/26 at 
11 am at the Hotel Charlotte to layout 
our twelve month plan? There are four 
categories a month we can submit to, 
$5k, 25k, 50k and 250k, that gives us 
over 40 projects to work on! 
  
Those attending should visit the Pepsi 
website and look at some of the entries 
for the different values, what are people 
asking for, what is reasonable, what 
degree of readiness is your project, can 
your project be completed within 6 
months. What would the money pur-
chase? Come prepared to win! 
  
We CAN make it happenðtogether! 
 

New YNP Superintendent  

Edited from announcement from NPS, DC 

 
Don Neubacher has been selected as 
the new superintendent of Yosemite 
National Park in California. Neubacher 
takes over from David Uberuaga who 
has been acting superintendent since 
Mike Tollefson retired last year.        
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Chamber Mixer Dates:  
Always the 4th Thursday of the month 

with exceptions in the 4
th
 quarter. If 

your business would like to host a 
mixer in 2010, Please Contact Jackie 

at info@groveland.org 

Board Meetings:  
Always the 3rd Friday of the month at 

noon at the Hotel Charlotte, except 
September, when the meeting will be 

on the 4th Friday. 
All Are Welcome!  

   www.YosemiteChamberofCommerce.com                    www.Twitter.com/YosemiteChamber 

Welcome New Members  

Kris Corey 

Yosemite Audio Adventures 

209-878-3194 

Mar Val  

Main Street Market 

209-962-7452 

From the Yosemite Chamber of Commerce  Å  February 2010 
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Presidentõs Message  

By James Nagle,   jnagle@mlode.com 
 

WOW! What a great month January 
was for the Yosemite Chamber of 
Commerce. So much going on and so 
much information coming in. Through 
the efforts of your Directors our Cham-
ber name is on everybodyôs minds, 
email lists and mailing lists. There is so 
much to write about! 
 
Mark your calendars and ATTEND, 
February 16

th 
at 6:30 PM. Groveland 

Community Hall. ñSupervisors Want 
Input on Countyôs Future.ò Letôs have a 
huge turnout and input on the major 
questions the Board seeks answers to:  

What are the greatest needs  
within the County right now? 

What are the Counties highest  
priority services? 

What are the main issues the 
County should be planning  
for in the future? 

 How should County leaders  
balance future budgets?  

 
The first two meetings were ñstanding 
room onlyò. Be there and letôs get 
South County input heard. 
 
By the time you are reading my mes-
sage, Ambassador Ann Schafer, and I 
will have attended the, John Muir High-
way Project, MULTI COUNTY COOP-
ERATIVE ECONOMIC DEVELOP-
MENT INITATIVE in Sonora at the Su-
pervisors Board Room. We will report 
more lately. 
 
I will be attending the Tuolumne 
County Chamber of Commerce lunch-
eon on Feb. 25

th
 with guest speaker 

Craig Pedro, (County Administrative 
Officer) who will be divulging up to 
date information regarding the countyôs 
financial situation and what lawmakers 
in Sacramento are doing to fix the bro-
ken budget of the state and providing 
and update on the first year of opera-
tion for the Economic Development 
Authority along with results of the co-
operative effort between county, city 
and EDA Board of Directors. 
 
Did you know that Yosemite National 

Park turns 120 this year? Plans for this 
celebration should be huge. We will be 
working with our regional partners and 
are looking for folks interested in join-
ing this challenge.  
 
David Wilkinson of Sabre Design and I 
having been working on the ñStay and 
Playò  Map-Brochure. We have a draft 
ready and will present it to the Board at 
the meeting on February 19

th
.
 

 
New!  Wednesday Email Blitz started 
last week. Unbelievable. The response 
has been tremendous. The Feb. 3

rd
 

blitz was huge. Such a great tool and it 
is really neat how the membership, 
Supervisor, Yosemite Gateway Part-
ners and all other affiliates are using it 
to communicate. We are going to do 
some tweaking with presentation so it 
is more professional looking. BUT, 
donôt let that stop you from sending in 
your events, announcements and tid-
bits of interest.  
 
If you have missed recent mixers, tsk, 
tsk Shame on you. The December and 
January mixers were close to capacity, 
standing room only! The information 
sharing between the Board of Directors 
and member partners was very infor-
mative and helpful. I believe I person-
ally saw some new business connec-
tions being made. Congratulations to 
our new members Kris Corey, John 
Beck and MarVal who have all joined 
this year. 
 
The next mixer is at Camp Tuolumne 
Trails on February 25

th
 and hosted by 

Jerry & Paula Baker. Kurt Vander 
Weide, Candidate for the 25

th
 Assem-

bly District seat, is our guest Speaker. 
Supervisor Teri Murrison, who is also 
throwing her hat into the ring for the 
25

th
 Assembly District seat, will be our 

guest speaker at the March mixer.  
 
Candidates for the 25

th
 Assembly Dis-

trict Seat must have their applications 
in by March 14

th
. Once all candidates 

have committed to the campaign, your 
Board will invite them to a Campaign 
Forum with the candidates in the Pri-
mary Election race set for June and 
another forum for the two candidates 

that win the primary. 
 
YCC Member Decals should be here 
by February 13

th
. Make sure you are a 

member in good standing so you can 
proudly display the decal at your busi-
ness. Get your dues paid so you donôt 
miss out. 
 
As you can see your Chamber is busy 
with new presentations and member-
ship benefits for you. Become a part, 
volunteer for one or more of these fine 
projects! 
 
 
 
   Continued from P1: New Superintendent  
 

ñDon is a seasoned manager who has 
proven himself time and time again to 
be an exceptional leader,ò said Na-
tional Park Service (NPS) Director Jon 
Jarvis. ñHe brings a thoughtful ap-
proach to the vast range of issues 
faced by a modern park manager in 
protecting park resources, providing 
quality experiences to our visitors, and 
motivating a highly professional staff. 
Yosemite is a high priority position, 
and I appreciate Don taking on this 
new challenge.ò  
 
Neubacher has been superintendent at 
Point Reyes National Seashore for the 
past 15 years. Neubacher is a gradu-
ate of the University of California-Davis 
where he received a bachelor of sci-
ence degree in planning and manage-
ment and Humboldt State University in 
Arcata, California where he received a 
masterôs degree in natural resource 
management.  
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February  
49er Committee  2/09 8am  Hotel Charlotte 
Board Meeting  2/19 Noon  Hotel Charlotte 
Mixer   2/25 5:30 Camp Tuolumne Trails 
 
March  
49er Committee  3/15 8am Hotel Charlotte 
Board Meeting  3/19 Noon  Hotel Charlotte 
Mixer   3/25 5:30    Your Place?  
  
April  
Flea Market  4/3 8am MLC Park 
Board Meeting  4/16 Noon  Hotel Charlotte 
49er Committee  4/19 8am  Hotel Charlotte 
Mixer   4/22 5:30 Re/Max with 
         Body Beautiful 
May 
Flea Market  5/1 8am MLC Park 
49er Committee  5/17 8am 
Board Meeting  5/21 Noon  Hotel Charlotte 
Mixer   5/27 5:30 TBA 
  
June  
Flea Market  6/5 8am MLC Park 
Car Show  6/6 
Board Meeting  6/18 Noon  Hotel Charlotte 
49er Committee  6/21 
Mixer   6/24 5:30 Lillaskog 
  
July  
Flea Market  7/3 8am MLC Park 
49er Committee  7/19 
Board Meeting  7/16  Noon  Hotel Charlotte 
Mixer   7/22 5:30 Oler Chiropractic, 
         Serendipity & Pine Mountain Therapy 

August  
Flea Market  8/7 8am MLC Park 
49er Committee  8/16 
Board Meeting  8/20 Noon  Hotel Charlotte 
Mixer   8/26 5:30 Mtn Sage Coffee 
   
September  
Flea Market  9/4 8am MLC Park 
49er Prep Week 9/13-17  Many venues! 
49er Festival  9/18 7:00 Downtown 
Mixer   9/23 5:30 Groveland Hotel 
Board Meeting  9/24 Noon  Hotel Charlotte 
 
October  
Yosemiteôs 120th B-Day 10/1 
Board Meeting  10/15 Noon  Hotel Charlotte 
49er Wrap-up meeting TBA 
Annual Gala  TBA 5:30 TBA 
New Board Orientation  10/29 Noon Hotel Charlotte 
  
November  
Mixer (1week early) 11/18 5:30 Your Place?  
Board Meeting  11/19 Noon  Hotel Charlotte 
  
December  
Mixer  (Special Date) 12/16 5:30 Hotel Charlotte 
Board Meeting  12/17 Noon  Hotel Charlotte 
 
All are welcome to join us for any of these meetings or 
events. Please contact the Chamber office at 209-962-0429 
or by email at info@groveland.org for details on how you 
can participate.  

Yosemite Chamber of Commerce Calendar of Meetings & Chamber Events: 2010  
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Donations  
By Elizabeth Lilley lilleypad12414@sbcglobal.net  

  
This year the Events Committee, Patti 
Beaulieu and I, would like all Chamber 
Members to give some thought to the 
49'er Festival. 
 
The 49'er Festival is where we get a lot 
of our income for the year.  Every year 
the Committe running the Festival is out 
knocking on doors, writing e-mails, 
making calls to businesses, not only in 
our area but as far away as Amador 
and Mariposa Counties.  We get more 
donations for YOUR festival from out of 
town than we do from local people. 
  
So this year, and we know everyone is 
hurting, lets make a differenceðif you 
are a member of the Yosemite Cham-
ber of Commerce we hope that Charity 
begins at home, and that you will make 
a donation of a gift, service or cash to 
make this the best ever 49'er festival. 
Reach into your pockets, buy a gift cer-
tificate, write a check, give of your time 
and help us make 2010 a financially 
great Festival and Year.   
  
As a Chamber we want to be able to do 
more for you this yearðthat costs $$$. 
 
 

New Carpet and Thanks!  
By Jackie Sample, info@groveland.org 

Thanks to Mark DeJong, Chamber 
Member, Rent a Man carpenter, 
welder, landscaping at 962-6077 and 
Larry Fuller, Director and Member with 
Home Security at 962-7975 for working 
so hard in this office putting down the 
new carpet in the efforts to keep me 
warm.  The office looks great and is a 
big help keeping my toes warm.   
 

Membership has Privileges  

By Jerry Baker, pmljerry@aol.com 
 

As chamber members, we all enjoy cer-
tain privileges. The impact of these 
privileges depends on each of us.  
Among the benefits we have as cham-
ber members are: 
 
Business to Business Networking  
Running a business in a rural commu-
nity like ours provides some unique 
challenges.   Our monthly chamber mix-
ers keep us connected to pulse of the 
community.  As a chamber member you 
have access to business professionals 
from very diverse backgrounds. There 
is a wealth of knowledge about busi-
ness in general and Groveland in spe-
cific that is available to chamber mem-
bers 
   
Referrals  
The combined customer base of our 
members measures in the thousands. 
Our members regularly refer their cus-
tomers to their fellow Chamber mem-
bers. Whether it is a new resident that 
is looking for a carpenter, a passing 
tourist looking for a place to eat, or a 
long time Grovelander trying to find a 
specific trade or service, Chamber 
members recommend other Chamber 
members first.  
 
Exposure  
The Yosemite Chamber of Commerce 
wants your business to stop being a 
secret. The Chamber office is often a 
first stop for people new to our town.  
 
The Chamber has an active web site. 
With several valuable domain names 
and links from hundreds of other sites, 
all chamber members have a web pres-
ence. 
 

Recognition  
The Yosemite Chamber of Commerce 
appreciates that running a business 
isnôt easy. ñBusiness of the Monthò and 
ñBusiness of the Yearò awards are 
given to those businesses who have 
demonstrated excellence in their field.  
Your customers will know they are deal-
ing with a first rate company when they 
see a ñBusiness of the Yearò plaque 
hanging on the wall. 
 
As a member you will receive a Yosem-
ite Chamber of Commerce window 
sticker indicating that you are a mem-
ber in good standing of this respected 
organization.  
 
Community Developmen t  
In addition to these direct benefits you 
will be supporting broad efforts to im-
prove the business environment in our 
area. We believe that smart policies 
and good relations can have a positive 
impact on the business climate of the 
area.  
 
We are looking to expand our member-
ship by 20% this year. We all know 
someone who could benefit from the 
value the chamber provides. Let them 
know what we are up to.  
 
There is more to come. Your board is 
working hard to expand on the privi-
leges of membership. If you have ideas 
on how we can expand on these privi-
leges let us know.  

Yosemite Chamber of Commerce 

Building Relationships 

mailto:lilleypad12414@sbcglobal.net
mailto:info@groveland.org
mailto:pmljerry@aol.com
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Yexplore Launches a  

Redesigned Web Site  

By John DeGrazio, john@yexlpore.com 
 
YOSEMITE, CA ï January 27, 2010 ï 

Y*explore Yosemite Adventures (http://
yexplore.com) unveils an updated 
website with an impressive new array 
of outdoor activity choices for Yosem-
ite National Park travelers. The com-
pany offers professionally guided ad-
venture hikes, nature excursions, and 
photography workshops to individuals, 
groups, and families of all ages and 
experience levels.  
 
New offerings in 2010 will be nature 
excursions led by David Lukas, a  
renowned Sierra Nevada naturalist. 
These will include opportunities for half 
and full day nature hikes, birding tours, 
wildflower walks, and full day naturalist 
transects throughout various ecologi-
cal zones of Yosemite. Company foun-
der John DeGrazio proudly states ñThe 
ability to introduce visitors to a natural-
ist the caliber of David Lukas is really 
what separates Y*explore from others 
in our industry. His knowledge of the 
natural world amazes everyone who 
joins him for a day in Yosemite. We 
are able to provide visitors with more 
than just a sightseeing tour. These 
interpretive educations allow them to 
think about how organisms are interre-

lated in the natural world. Their new-
found knowledge often allows them to 
examine their own lives and consider 
how they can affect change. Itôs a won-
derful process to witness.ò 
 
Another introductory program will be 
yoga hikes in Yosemiteôs high country 
with Vinyasa Flow yoga instructor, 
Cherie Newman. Cherie operates the 
Yoga Loft in Sonora, California, and 
her style of teaching has evolved from 
more than a decade of studying and 
practicing yoga with nationally and in-
ternationally recognized teachers. De-
Grazioôs enthusiasm for this series is 
evident. ñWe are always looking for 
groundbreaking ways to pique the in-
terest of park enthusiasts. Cherieôs a 
wonderful person who I am confident 
will successfully synergize her style 
with the landscape of Yosemite.ò 
Dates for these hikes will be: July 25, 
August 14, and September 11. 
 
In addition to the aforementioned ac-
tivities, custom tours are available in 
every season including snowshoe 
tours all winter. Other upcoming oppor-
tunities include Horsetail Fall Winter 
Photo Sessions in mid February as 
well as the companyôs annual Twin 
Valleys Waterfall Workshops May 14-
16. This yearôs event during peak wa-
terfall season will include photography 
 

workshops as well as birding tours and 
naturalist walks through Hetch Hetchy 
and Yosemite Valleys. Space is limited 
to ensure a more personalized experi-
ence. Interested parties may call (800) 
886-8009, email tours@yexplore.com 
for registration to any program. 
 
Founded in 2006, Yexplore Yosemite 
Adventures is a leading provider of 
professionally guided adventure hikes, 
nature excursions, and photography 
workshops in Yosemite National Park 
who encourages park visitors to con-
nect with Yosemite through outdoor 
experiences that offer unique photo-
graphic opportunities and lasting 
memories. The four year old company 
continually garners recognition from 
the top travel website, TripAdvisor by 
providing innovative tours and creating 
personal experiences that connect out-
door enthusiasts to the natural world 
they encounter. 

Business Buddies  

By Elizabeth Lilley, lilleypad12414@sbcglobal.net 

Have any of our members had an op-
portunity to consider the article I wrote 
last month on Business Buddies?  Do 
you know of any potential candidates 
who would benefit from a Business 
Buddy?  Don't hesitate to call or e-mail 
me if you would like a follow-up call on 
this subject. 

mailto:john@yexlpore.com
http://yexplore.com/
http://yexplore.com/
mailto:tours@yexplore.com

