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From the Yosemite Chamber of Commerce  Å   Jan. 2010 

Mixer Reminder!  

The January Mixer 

Sponsored by 

 Pine Mountain Lake Realty 

will be held at  

 Hotel Charlotte  

   January 28th, 5:30 p.m. 

Come one, Come all! 

Kicking off the New Year 

Bring your Business Cards 
 to exchange with 

 your fellow members.  

 

Please RSVP To:  
Jackie Sample 

Info@groveland.org 
 

 

 

 Big Meadow Fire, photo by Edie Howe-Byrne 

Big Creek Meadow Fire  

Report Released to Public  

By David V. Uberaga, Acting Superintendent, 
Yosemite National Park 

The Big Meadow Prescribed Fire and 
subsequent escaped fire has been a 
notable event for Yosemite National 
Park and our neighboring communi-
ties. Many of you demonstrated your 
interest, concerns, and support for Yo-
semite National Park in attending one 
of the many community meetings and 
asking meaningful questions. The park 
staff has been diligent in answering 
your questions in a forthright manner 
and I requested an immediate review 
of the escaped fire to better under-
stand the events of that day and to 
improve our Fire Management Pro-
gram.  I appreciate your interest in the 
Wildland Fire Program and with this 
letter I am releasing the Big Meadow 
Prescribed Fire Review on the internet. 
 
The report identifies underlying rea-
sons for the fire escape as well as 
lessons learned.  Yosemite National 
Park has received guidance from the 
Pacific West Regional Office on imple-
mentation of itôs findings.  The 
report does not call for any disciplinary 
or personnel actions of fire personnel 
or park managers. Although the Pre-
scribed Fire Plan met policy, the re-
view team noted that the Park needs to 
strengthen its planning and implemen-
tation process.  There is no single ac-
tion that can eliminate all of the risk of 
managing a wildland fire, however, the 
report and implementation of its  

findings are vital to sustaining a wild-
land fire program in a fire dependent 
ecosystem. The review makes possi-
ble the ability of Yosemite National 
Park to resume prescribed burning 
programs. 
 
The review identifies lessons learned 
and methods for sustaining those 
lessons. I am eager to move forward  
to strengthen our program, continue 
demonstrating our professionalism, 
and to engage in the public steward-
ship that defines the National Park 
Service. The review is being shared 
widely among fire managers as the 
lessons learned have broad application 
in assisting other Superintendents and 
fire managers in minimizing the poten-
tial for future escaped prescribed fires. 
While it was not our intent to have an 
escaped fire we are committed to shar-
ing our experience to better serve the 
public and our profession. The review 
team felt that the lessoned learned 
from the experience will improve the 
fire management program in Yosemite 
National Park. 
 
The Big Meadow Prescribed Fire  
Review is located online at:  

http://www.nps.gov/yose/parkmgmt/
upload/bigmeadowfirereport.pdf 

Once the Large Cost Fire Report is 
completed, it will be posted as well. 

This article has been edited slightly to fit 
our newsletter format. 
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Chamber Mixer Dates: 
Always the 4th Thursday of the month 

with exceptions in the 4
th
 quarter. If 

your business would like to host a 
mixer in 2010, Please Contact Jackie 

at info@groveland.org 

Board Meetings: 
Always the 3rd Friday of the month at 

noon at the Hotel Charlotte, except 
September, when the meeting will be 

on the 4th Friday. 
All Are Welcome! 

   www.YosemiteChamberofCommerce.com                    www.Twitter.com/YosemiteChamber 

Welcome New Member  

John Beck  

Computer Repair/Tutoring 

209-732-5567 

Welcome Returning Member: 

Sabre Design & Publishing 

209-962-0342 

mailto:info@groveland.org
http://www.nps.gov/yose/parkmgmt/upload/bigmeadowfirereport.pdf
http://www.nps.gov/yose/parkmgmt/upload/bigmeadowfirereport.pdf
mailto:info@groveland.org
http://www.YosemiteChamberofCommerce.com
http://www.twitter.com/YosemiteChamber
http://www.flickr.com/photos/ambitious_wench/3860903245/


 

Presidentõs Message  

By James Nagle 

Since my December message to you, the membership, your board of direc-
tors has hit the streets running. We have had our first "Think Tank" and it 
was a huge success. The Directors and officers met for 3 ½ hours of feisty 
brainstorming. We created a list of objectives to accomplish in the very 
nearest future and established a "Parking Lot" list for additional discussion, 
evaluation & eventually é. implementation.  
 
We have defined our main objectives as promoting the Highway 120 Corri-
dor, our membership and obtaining new members. 
 
Many of the new and exciting ideas are covered Membership, Marketing, 
Newsletter, use of YCC office facilities, Mixers and much more. I won't get 
into detail as much of these items are featured as articles submitted for this 
month's newsletter by the directors. 
 
Many important dates coming up for the directors and your President. Daily 
emails coming in from our Supervisor John Gray, Tuolumne County Visitors 
Bureau, Tuolumne County Chamber of Commerce, Yosemite Gateway 
Partners and many more enities regarding happenings that may have an 
impact on the Yosemite Highway 120 Corridor. 
 
Watch your Wednesday email and monthly newsletter for those announce-
ments. We hope the membership has put the Gateway Partners meeting on 
their calendars. Yosemite is one of our greatest partners and visitors as-
sets.  
 
Keep you computers on and continue to watch those emails. Once again 
we want to keep you very well informed so don't complain about "Spam", 
we will put the announcements from our partner agencies and members 
into a Wednesday email shared with all who wish to receive it. It is an im-
portant goal of your directors and officers to keep its membership informed.  
 
As we enter into this "New Year" there will be many challenges to work 
around and through. Your board is dedicated to work through them with you 
along side as an active partner.  

 

Commercial Research &  

Development  

by Paul Pieretti, PaulUpNorth@aol.com 
 

I am working with clients that are planning 
to build a self-storage facility in the Grove-
land/PML area, primarily for RV's, travel 
trailers and boat trailers, etc. Community 
and business input is needed.  
 
The plan includes 10 x 25, 10 x 35 and 10 
x 45 foot fully enclosed units with electric-
ity and wide, lockable garage doors.  
Three sided, covered structures and open 
trailer storage will be also be available. 
The facility will be fenced with a security 
coded lock gate, motion lights and surveil-
lance cameras equipped with night vision. 
Depending on the response, a full time on 
site custodian may be employed.  
 
Monthly rental fees will be approximately 
$100 to $140 for the enclosed units, $70 
to $90 for the three sided and $45 to $65 
for open storage. Again, these prices are 
an approximate and yearly rental fees will 
be lower. 
 
Your input is very important and will be 
part of my clients decision making proc-
ess. Please let me know if a facility of this 
sort would be of interest to you. It would 
also be helpful to know the length and 
type of RV/boat/trailer you might store at 
such a facility. If the research proves posi-
tive and the build goes forward, my clients 
are offering to discount the first three 
month's rent to those who respond to this 
inquiry by January 30,2010.  
  
I can be reached at Yosemite Gateway 
Properties in Groveland. My office phone 
number is 209-962-7129 or email me at 
paulupnorth@aol.com.  
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Have extra time on your hands? 
Lotôs of ideas to share?  
Time to implement some of them?  
Drop a note to any director and letôs get all parties on 
        board to build a grand Chamber!  
This newsletter if packed full of new ideas and interesting 
        things to work on, we hope you will join us! 

Join a Committee! 

mailto:PaulUpNorth@aol.com
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Have You  
Renewed Your 

Chamber  
Membership Yet? 
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           Mixer Schedule 2010  

January 28  PML Real Estate at Hotel Charlotte  
 
February 25  Your Name Here  
 
March 25  Your Name Here  
 
April 22  Re/Max with Body Beautiful 
 
May 27  Hotel JefferyðMega Mixer to be confirmed 
 
June 24  Lillaskog 
 
July 22  Pine Mountain Therapy, Serendipity &  
  Oler Chiropractic  
 
Aug 26  Mountain Sage Coffee  
 
Sept. 23  Groveland Hotel  
 
Oct.   28  Annual Elections Dinner TBA  
 
Nov. 25  Your Name Here  
 
Dec. 16  Holiday Partyð Hosted by YCC 
  at Hotel Charlotte 
 
Would you like to host a mixer? We have openings for 2010. 

Let Jackie know, Info@Groveland.org 

Business Buddies  
By Elizabeth Lilley lilleypad12414@sbcglobal.net  

  
To start the New Year out right we are 
going to set up a 'Buddy System' to 
encourage new  Chamber members. 
New and non-member businesses. 
Self employed individuals such as 
General Contractors, Realtors, Tree 
Trimmers, Yard Clearers and Com-
puter Geeks who run their businesses 
from home will be encouraged to come 
and participate in one of the monthly 
Chamber Mixers to see how the Cham-
ber would benefit them. The potential 
new member will be assigned a Cham-
ber Business Buddy who will be able to 
introduce them at the mixer to the 
whole populace and then spend time 
with them that evening introducing 
them to individual business people. I 
had only wished I had someone to do 
this for me when I first joined the 
Chamber! 
 

The Buddy business doesn't stop 
there, a buddy would then be a person 
you could call with business questions, 
contractor recommendations and gen-
eral 'Where is? Who is?  Where do? 
Where to?' questions.  Many people 
who relocate here are newly retired 
from a different area, starting a new 
business and don't know anyone, their 
Chamber Business Buddy will be there 
to help get them on their feet in the 
Yosemite Highway 120 area and as 
a fellow Chamber member. 
  
Fellow members if you know someone 
who could benefit from being a mem-
ber of a professional Chamber organi-
zation that will promote their busi-
ness then please don't hesitate to con-
tact me or anyone one of the Board 
members so that we can follow up and 
get the ball rolling!   
 
If you or someone you know would 
make a perfect Chamber Business 

Buddy, again, please let me know so 
we can get this program up and run-
ning! (209) 962 6540 Home Office 
 
Thank you for helping make your 
Chamber a more professional placeð
remember it takes more than the Board 
to make the Chamber work to every-
one's advantage - Volunteer and Par-
ticipate! 
 

Do you Twitter?  
By Lynn Upthagrove, www.HotelCharlotte.com 

Your chamber twitters at 
www.Twitter.com/YosemiteChamber 
so next time you are online, look it up, 
these posts are good examples of 
short and sweet tweets to get folks 
headed up our direction. To keep this 
up, we need your events and specials 
to twitter, so donôt hold back...we want 
to get your word out! Send info on to 
HotelCharlotte@aol.com.  

Whaõts in a Mailing List? 

By Lynn Upthagrove, HotelCharlotte@aol.com 

The Year 2010 will see the Chamber move from one 
member mailing list to three mailing lists, each with a 
different audience to target. Besides the oft used Mem-
bers lists we will add a Travelers List and a Media List. 
But not just have the lists, use them too! 

We have long saved email addresses from interested 
travelers, but have never developed a process to ñtalkò 
to them. We will this year!  

One of the greatest assets the Chamber receives in 
supporting the LA Times travel show is access to that 
targeted mailing list of travelers. This list will get us off 
to a great start in directing messages right at folks  
coming this way. We also have the lists supplied by our 
advertisement in the California Guide that will now get 
a response from the Chamber. 

Our messages to these two new audiences will be 
short and sweet and give folks reasons to come to  
Yosemite via Highway 120. Such as: Did you know that 
2010 is Yosemiteôs 120th birthday. Shouldnôt 120 be 
the Entrance of the Year? 

If you have a mailing list you would like to see included 
with either of these programs, Media or Travelers, con-
tact Lynn Upthagrove, HotelCharlotte@aol.com. 

mailto:info@groveland.org
mailto:lilleypad12414@sbcglobal.net
http://www.HotelCharlotte.com/
mailto:hotelcharlotte@aol.com


 

By the Way Page 5 

ð  ð  ð  ð  ð ð  ð  ð  ð  ð ð  ð  ð  ð  ð ð  ð  ð  ð  ð ð  ð  ð  ð  ð ð  ð  ð  ð  ð ð  ð  ð  ð  ð ð  ð  

Chamber Bucks Program  

by Christina Wilkinson 

 

There are times where you may want 
to thank a friend or you donôt know 
what kind of a gift to get for an em-
ployee/coworker, a client, or a family 
member. Thatôs where Chamber 
Bucks come in!  
 
Anyone can be a part of the Chamber 
Bucks program but only the Chamber 
and Chamber Members benefit. 
 
Hereôs how it works: 
A non-Chamber member wants to buy 
a gift certificate for a friend but has no 
idea what they like. So they go to the 
Chamber office and buy five $5 Cham-
ber Bucks (totaling $25.00) and they 
give the Chamber Bucks to their friend 
as a gift. The friend can only use the 
Chamber Bucks at businesses who 
are members of the Chamber. They go 
into a memberôs store and use the 
Chamber Bucks to buy something. 
That business who is a Chamber 
member will inturn take those Cham-
ber Bucks and turn them in to the 
Chamber for reimbursement. The 
Chamber pays the business face-value 
of the Chamber Bucks minus a per-
centage that is kept by the Chamber 
for running the Chamber Bucks pro-
gram.  
 
 

The program encourages local resi-
dents and chamber members to shop 
locally and all Chamber Merchants in 
good standing are eligible to redeem 
Chamber Bucks. 
 
Chamber Bucks are sold only by the 
Chamber office. Reimbursement may 
be set up to pay merchants as a Net 
15, Net 30 or whatever is agreed upon. 
There is a service charge to each busi-
ness to redeem Chamber Bucks in 
support of our Shop Local program. 
For example: for every $5 Chamber 
Bucks redeemed, a reimbursement of 
maybe 10% or 50¢ is retained by the 
Chamber to help maintain programs. 
  
The purchaser, owner, physical holder 
of the Chamber Bucks have the sole 
responsibility for loss, theft or destruc-
tion. The Chamber will not replace 
Chamber Bucks that have been lost, 
destroyed or stolen. 
 
Any merchant receiving Chamber 
Bucks are responsible for paying cash 
differences. No cash refunds are au-
thorized and all Bucks EXPIRE one 
year from date of purchase. 
 
With Chamber Bucks, the Chamber 
and members win! This program is 
currently in the development stages 
and weôll release information to mem-
bers once it is implemented.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Your Mark, Get Set, 

Letõs Date! 

by Christina Wilkinson 

 

Itôs probably been a while since most 
of us have gone on a ódateô. So we 
thought this might be an affordable, 
fun, quick and educational way to meet 
or date other businesses in the area.  
 
Now youôre wondering ñdate another 
business....how does that work?ò  
 
Iitôs very simple. The Chamber sets a 
date and place and if youôre a mem-
ber, you just show up, bring your busi-
ness card for admission and sit down 
with other businesses to find out what 
they do. Youôll learn about other busi-
nesses in a few minutes and theyôll do 
the same with your business. If you 
are imagining or know what óspeed 
datingô is, then you have the right idea.  
 
When the bell or buzzer rings letting 
everyone know that time is up, youôll 
move on to the next table and are 
paired with another business where 
the process will start again.  
 
Youôll get one-on-one time with a busi-
ness you may know nothing about and 
theyôll get to do the same with you. 
This is a great way to get to know busi-
nesses (old and new) in town and let 
others see what you have to offer as 
well.  And while you certainly wonôt 
have time to make a business deal in 
just a few minutes, you may come 
away from your experience finding 
new businesses to work with. 
 
Weôll be announcing the first Speed 
Dating Business meeting soon. 

A winter Yosemite, perhaps the most stunning of all! Photo by Hotel Charlotte 
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Donated by    Raffle Prize     Winner  

 

Camp Tuolumne Trails   Tee Shirt      Paul Pieretti  

PSAñPeggy Sharp    Handmade Placemats    Laurie Nagle  

Jackie Sample    Handmade Bracelet    Jeannie Tasker  

Big Creek Ranch    Potted Cedar Branches    Patti Rossio  

Cutler Segerstrom    Gift Certficate for Movies    Julie Tanaka  

Mt. Sage Coffee    Gift Certificate for coffee shop   Jackie Sample  

Mt. Sage Coffee    Gift Certificate for coffee shop   Ralph/Kiwanis  

Jeannie Tasker    Muirs Legacy -Ruby Red Wine   Tim Hallock  

Hotel Charlotte    B & B Book      Ann Schaefer  

JoAnne Prieto Accounting   Box of Sees Candy     Linda Flores  

Doriõs Tea Cottage    Tea Gift Package     Laurie Nagle  

Camp Tuolumne Trails    Tee Shirt      John DeGrazio  

All Seasons     Mug and Cocoa     Dori Jones  

Aviation Design    Pointsettia Plant     Bethany Wilkinson  

Good to Go     Rose Champagne     Cathy Leetham  

Red Rossio     Wine and Christmas Tie    Linda Struhm  

Good to Go     Appetizer plates, salami, cheese   Jim Glaves  

Larry Fuller     Lavender Body Lotions    Lauree Nagle  

Big Oak Restaurant   Gift Certificate to Big Oak Rest.   Linda Flores  

YExplore     Best Idea Photo Book    Lauree Borup  

Positively Pampered   Gift Certificate & Wine    Carole Wilson  

Kiwanis     Rada Cutlery     Jack Slocomb  

Curves     Tee Shirt & 1 mo. Membership   Marc Fossum  

Accounting Plus    Candle Holder     Stacie Brown  

Hwy 120 Towing    Gift Cert for oil change    Carole Wilson  

Re/Max ñTish Fulton   Bottle of Wine & Ornament   Paul Pieretti  

Yosemite Bank    Baileys & Cream     Lauree Borup  

December Holiday Mixer at Big Oak Restaurant  

By Jackie Sample 

 
Wow, what a turnout. It was so nice to see so many people join us to celebrate the holidays. We had lots of good food 
and so many nice raffle prizes donated by you, our members. Thank you so much for your participation.  As you can see 
we had lots of generous gifts.  



 

Groveland Dog Park Update  

By Goose, Honorary Mayor of Groveland 
Bark@MayorGoose.com 
 

Saturday, January 9th kicked off the 
first volunteer work day at the dog park 
and I canôt begin to tell you how excit-
ing it was to see so many folks out 
there. The setting is lovely, the 
grounds nearly park like! What a fun 
project for the Chamberôs Mayor, 
Goose, to be working on.  

We were joined not just by the Mayor, 
but several YCC board members (Lynn 
Upthagrove, Paul Pieretti and Larry 
Fuller.) A number of members were 
also at the park. 

The fencing folks with Frank were on 
site and measuring, tapping in their 
stakes and noting where the gates will 
go. Benches were discussed, denied 
and added back in again.  

The next steps will include establishing 
the policies and procedures and get-
ting them into writing and to GCSD for 
approval, scraping the park again and 
seeding.  

Fundraising efforts continue and we 
are just shy of $2000 and just around 
the corner from meeting our matching 
target of $2500. 

If you wish to make a tax deductible 
donation, please make checks out to 
GAINS and mail them to the Hotel 
Charlotte, PO Box 787, Groveland CA 
95321. Details updated regularly on 
www.MayorGoose.com/causes.html 

The Yosemite Chamber of Commerce 
supports the Groveland Dog Park and 
is looking forward to adding the Dog 
Park as yet another great asset for 
market Highway 120 providing guests 
yet another reason to access Yosemite 
via the Northern Yosemite Highway 
and to STOP in Groveland.  

Email Madness!  

By Lynn Upthagrove, HotelCharlotte@aol.com 

I bet you think you get a lot of Emails 
lately from the Yosemite Chamber of 
Commerce. You do! This is a move in 
a direction to keep you better informed 
on the goings on of the Chamber and 
its members. But like with every 
change, there has been a bit of a fuss 
about ñspam.ò So we have developed 
a procedure that allows members to 
use the Chamber Mailing List to an-
nounce their functions, news and cele-
brations.  

Every Wednesday the administrator 
will compile your news of note and 
send it in one email to the group at 
large. We will start this mailing list with 
everyone on it. If you wish to be re-
moved from the list, reply with the sub-
ject remove. This will NOT remove you 
from Chamber related mailings such 
as the monthly newsletter.  

This mailing list will not be exclusive to 
members, but will include anyone who 
wishes to join this list, travelers, media 
and so on.  

So, that said, send us your news! Re-
member to your messages into the 
office no later than 9am on Wednes-
day mornings for inclusion! 
info@groveland.org.  
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Upcoming Events  

 

Yosemite Gateway Partners Meeting  
January 14th, 10-2pm, Yosemite 
Lodge. $20 includes light breakfast, 
good lunch! 
 
Chamber Mixer  
January 28th, at Hotel Charlotte  5:30,  
Hosted by Pine Mountain Lake Realty 
 
Red, White & Blue Ball 
Saturday, January 30th at PML Coun-
try Club, a project of the Groveland 
Rotary. See any Rotarian for tickets 
 
Fundraiser for Kurt Vander Weide 
February 4th at the Groveland Hotel, 
contact Peggy Mosley at 209-962-4000 
for tickets. Kurt is running for the open 
seat of the 25th Assembly. 
 
Valentineôs Dinners 
Many of our member restaurants will 
be serving up romance specials the 
weekend of Valentineôs day. Make your 
plans early! (Feb 12, 13 & 14) 

A day at the Groveland Dog park 
was an excersise in community build-

ing. Much fun had by all! 

mailto:bark@mayorgoose.com
http://www.mayorgoose.com/causes.html
mailto:hotelcharlotte@aol.com

